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The Technical Academy was established in September  
2010 with the aim of re-creating a professional, engineering  
and construction-based working environment where learners 
could receive the latest training in trade areas that today’s 
industry needs.

g Our state-of-the-art facility on the South 
West Industrial Estate, in Peterlee, provides  
the region with a true centre of excellence. 
The Academy is located in about 37,000 
sq ft. of space with a vast workshop area, 
training classrooms and IT suite.

Because the workshop space is open plan,  
it creates interaction between all trades -  
and therefore simulates a real manufacturing 
and construction working environment.

We employ teams of highly-skilled tradesmen 
who are first-class training practitioners. 
Their experienced, expert approach brings 
students up to the right levels of technical skill 
- and ensures that those skills are applied in  
a professional and knowledgeable manner.

The Technical Academy is continually 
building important partnerships with leading 
companies in the industry such as Audi 
Teesside, Baxi, Keepmoat and Sotech.  
These partners play a vital role in ensuring  
that we provide the best training, using  
the latest products.

Our mission is to turn out confident learners 
with the highly-accomplished trade skills  
that the industry and today’s employers 
demand. k

The Technical  
Academy offers 
training and  
courses in:

 Electrical Installation

 Engineering & Manufacturing

 Fabrication & Welding

 Plumbing & Heating  
Engineering

 Motor Vehicle

thetechnicalacademy.co.uk

Our full time study programme courses may also be available  
to study on a part-time basis if you are aged 18 or over on  
31st August. Please check with Student Services for more details. 

FOURTH GOOD IN A ROW…
East Durham College was delighted to be graded overall as GOOD, 
and to also receive an outstanding rating for behaviour and attitudes, 
following a rigorous four-day inspection by Ofsted in September 2021.

The College is proud to be part of the North 
East Institute of Technology (NEIoT) which 
focuses on advanced manufacturing and 
engineering, construction and digital.

As part of the NEIoT, East Durham College 
provides enhanced training in construction 
and advanced manufacturing alongside 
our programmes to develop the higher level 
technical skills employers need. We provide 
industry-standard training facilities and 
expert training in electric and hybrid vehicles, 
mechatronics, pneumatics and robotics at 
The Technical Academy.



Engineering R&D Suite

Toyota Prius Hybrid Training Rig

Electrical Workshop

Engineering Workshop
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Our facilities
g Specialist electro-technical workshop 

with 11 training bays

g Mock automotive garage with  
three hydraulic car lifts

g Four engineering workshops with 
over £100k worth of new equipment, 
including a full suite of lathes and  
a vertical milling machine

g Six working welding bays with MIG,  
TIG and MMA facilities. Plus a state-of-
the-art virtual welder.

g CAD suite and design centre

g Bespoke plumbing and heating 
workshop 

g Baxi training workshop

g Classrooms

g IT suite

g Learning resources area

g Catering hatch

g Social space

Welding Workshop

Electrical Workshop

Motor Vehicle Workshop

Our Partners
The Technical Academy is continually building partnerships with leading construction 
companies, such as the likes of BAXI, ESH Group, Sotech and Tolent. These partners play a vital 
role in ensuring that we provide the best training, using the latest products and also provide 
work placements for our students.

Floorplan
The Technical Academy 
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Home to East Durham College’s new North 
East Institute of Technology facilities and  
hi-tech equipment.

Plumbing & Heating Engineering Workshop

Nissan Leaf Training Rig
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6 7Have you ever considered a career as an electrician or 
electrical engineer? This exciting and rewarding career path is 
filled with opportunities - with East Durham College, we’ll give 
you the training you need to get started in your career as a 
professional electrician.

g With opportunities in domestic 
households, the industrial sector, 
commercial properties, renewable energy 
and many other industries, becoming  
a qualified electrician is an excellent 
career choice.

At East Durham College, you’ll gain the 
knowledge and skills you need to begin 
your career in the electrical industry - you’ll 
learn all about the principles of electro 
technology and gain a wide variety of 
skills in specialist areas such as electrical 
maintenance, installing instrumentation 
and highway electrical systems.

Our electro-technical courses are taught 
at The Technical Academy, found on 
Peterlee’s South West Industrial Estate. 
Designed to simulate a realistic working 
environment for trainee electrical 
professionals, the centre includes a 
vast electrical workshop area, training 
classroom, IT suite and social space.

While studying, students will spend the  
bulk of their time in our electrical workshop. 
This state-of-the-art facility includes 
purpose-built electrical training bays with 
real wiring configurations, as well as all the 
specialist insulated tools and equipment 
electricians need. 

We employ highly-skilled, experienced 
tradespeople who have trained to 
become first-class electro-technical 

teaching practitioners. Their expert 
approach helps bring students up to the 
right level of technical skill to succeed in 
the industry.

The Technical Academy is continually 
building important partnerships with leading 
construction and electrical companies, 
including Baxi, Harbro, Keepmoat and Pegler 
Yorkshire. These partners play a vital role in 
providing work placements and helping  
to ensure we provide the best training,  
using the best products and methods.

Our mission is to get the very best out 
of our students, giving them the highly-
accomplished skills and knowledge they’ll 
need to move on to employment in  
the electro-technical industry. k

UK Average  
Salary Guide
A recent poll by the 
Federation of Master  
Builders (FMB) found 
that electricians earned  
£47,265 on average

(Office for National Statistics, 2018).

Study Programmes & 
Qualification Pathway
Main qualifications available  
at The Technical Academy

Level 1 Diploma in Electrical 
Installation 

Level 2 Diploma in Electrical 
Installation 

Level 3 Diploma in Electrical 
Installation 

Level 3 Advance Diploma in 
Electrical Installation 

Level 3 Award in the Requirements for 
Electrical Installations BS7671:2018 
(18th Edition) 

Level 3 Award in Electrical Installation 
Inspection, Testing, Certification and 
Reporting

RQF Level 4 HNC Electrical & 
Electronic Engineering (Part-Time 2 
Year programme)

RQF Level 5 HND Electrical & 
Electronic Engineering (Top up Part-
Time 2 Year programme)

The automotive  
manufacturing cluster now 
employs over 30,000 people 
in the north east, higher than 
any other UK region.*

Data Source EMSI May 2020 & The UK Commission’s Employer Skills Survey 2015, Electricity, Gas & Water Sector 

Density of  
Skill-Shortage  
Vacancies  
across the UK

36%

DID YOU KNOW?
There are currently a bit more than 500,000 solar units installed on buildings 
around the country and the industry is expecting to increase the number  
to over 10 million by 2020. This will mean that solar energy will represent 
40% of the country’s electricity needs.

#GetSetGo  edc.ac.uk   /EDCTechnicalAcademy

Labour 
Market 

Intelligence

Forecasted national % change  
in the number of jobs

-1%2020  
to 2028

Electrical & Electronic Trades 
Annual job openings

Electro-technical 
Progression & Career 

Opportunities

Level 1

Volunteer opportunities

Further training

Traineeship

Apprenticeship

Level 2

Apprenticeship

Junior electrician

Level 3

Advanced Apprenticeship 

Advanced electrician

Self-employed electrician

Project manager

University

Level 4+

Electronic and electrical
engineering

398
North East

12,430
Nationally

Percentage  
of Males & 
Females

Employed

4
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*The North East Strategic Economic Plan, Jan 2017, the North East LEP. 
Data Source EMSI May 2020 & The UK Commission’s Employer Skills Survey 2015, Manufacturing Sector

Engineering is one of the UK’s greatest success stories but 
also a sector with a looming skills shortage. Engineers are 
involved in all aspects of designing, building and testing new 
technologies and products. Train with us and you will gain all 
the skills you need to enter this thriving and lucrative industry.

g The courses are run at our Technical 
Academy facility which was established 
with the aim of recreating a professional 
construction and engineering-based 
training environment - where learners  
can receive the latest training in trade  
skills that today’s industry needs.

The state-of-the-art facility on Peterlee’s 
South West Industrial Estate provides the 
region with a true centre of excellence. 
It’s located in about 37,000 sq ft. of 
space with vast workshop areas, training 
classrooms, IT suite and social space.

At EDC we have a dedicated engineering 
department with highly-experienced 
staff who have many years of industrial 
experience. The college has recently 
spent over £100k on new, state-of-the-art 
equipment including a full suite of  
lathes, vertical milling machine and 
industry-standard welding equipment.

Preparation for the workplace is an 
important component of our courses 
too, so work-related activities and work 
experience placements play a vital  
role in your education.

We are continually building important 
partnerships with leading engineering 
companies who play a vital role in 

providing work placements and helping  
to ensure we provide the best training,  
using the latest equipment and methods.

Training in engineering opens many career 
pathways and with a good foundation 
you can progress into areas such as 
robot mechanical/electrical engineering, 
marine engineering, product design, 
civil engineering (building bridges, roads 
and commercial buildings), nuclear 
engineering or renewable energies.

Engineers who graduate from university 
usually earn a starting salary of £25k+  
and tend to quickly move up the pay  
scale and become some of the top 
earners in industry. k

Density of  
Skill-Shortage  
Vacancies  
across the UK

30%
#GetSetGo  edc.ac.uk   /EDCTechnicalAcademy

Salary Guide
Manufacturer £32,500
Engineer £37,500
Project Engineer £41,570
Civil Design Engineer £42,500

The average salaries shown above are taken from 
totaljobs.com as at July 2017. Please note salaries  
will vary depending on qualifications, work experience 
and geographical location.

Labour 
Market 

Intelligence

Forecasted national % change  
in the number of jobs

+0%2020  
to 2028

Engineering & M
anufacturing - The Technical Academ

y (Peterlee)

465
North East

13,772
Nationally

Percentage  
of Males & 
Females

Employed

13

87

11% of jobs in the 
North East are in 

the Manufacturing 
Sector - making  

it the second  
largest employer  

in the region.*

Engineering 
Progression & Career 

Opportunities

Level 1

Volunteer opportunities

Further training

Traineeship

Apprenticeship

Level 2

Apprenticeship

CNC machinist 

Offshore drilling worker

Toolmaker

Maintenance fitter

Rail engineering technician

Junior engineer/welder

Level 3

Advanced Apprenticeship

Engineer

CAD technician

Electronics engineer

Motorsport engineer

Quantity surveyor

Energy engineer

University

Level 4+

Engineering

Building services engineering

Manufacturing engineering

Mechanical engineering

Offshore engineering

Study Programmes & 
Qualification Pathway
Main qualifications available  
at The Technical Academy
EAL Level 2 NVQ Diploma in 
Performing Engineering Operations

C&G Level 2 Certificate in Engineering

C&G Level 3 Certificate in Engineering

C&G Level 3 Diploma in Engineering 
(Fabrication & Welding)

BTEC Level 3 Award in Advanced 
Manufacturing Engineering 
(Development Technical Knowledge)

BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Advanced 
Manufacturing Engineering 
(Development Technical Knowledge)

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Advanced Manufacturing Engineering 
(Development  
Technical Knowledge)

RQF Level 4 HNC Mechanical 
Engineering (Year1)

RQF Level 4 HNC Mechanical 
Engineering (Part-Time 2 Year 
programme)

RQF Level 5 HND Mechanical 
Engineering (Top up Part-Time 2 Year 
programme)

Apprenticeships
Engineering Operative

Engineering Technician

Lean Manufacturing Operative

Metal Fabricator

Mechatronics

Lewis Wilkes, a former Whitburn Academy pupil and East 
Durham College engineering student, progressed on to study 
a part-time BEng in Mechanical Engineering at Teesside 
University and works as a Project Engineer at Salamander 
Pumps in Sunderland.

DID YOU KNOW?
Engineering is a thriving industry with over 1.7 million people employed  
in the UK. There are a huge number of jobs available within the industry 
which provides opportunities for entry level positions all the way through  
to management or senior levels.

According to recent figures from the Royal Academy of Engineering,  
there is a shortfall of 1.8 million engineers across the UK.

There are 4,070 manufacturing businesses in the north east and 9.8% of the 
region’s total workforce is employed in manufacturing – that’s 117,000 people!

Engineering Professionals 
Annual job openings
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10 11There are around half a million people employed in the  
UK’s automotive retail sector which is just under 2% of the UK 
workforce, and this is growing. With more and more cars on 
the road, the number of vehicle maintenance and repair 
businesses is increasing, and over the last ten years they  
have already increased by almost 50%.

g Our dedicated vehicle technology 
centre offers the perfect place for all 
budding technicians to pursue a career  
in this exciting sector.

These courses are run at our Technical 
Academy facility which was established 
with the aim of recreating a professional 
construction and engineering-based 
training environment - where learners  
can receive the latest training in trade  
skills that today’s industry needs.

The state-of-the-art facility on Peterlee’s 
South West Industrial Estate provides the 
region with a true centre of excellence.  
It’s located in about 37,000 sq ft. of space 
with a stunning custom-designed motor 
vehicle workshop, training classrooms,  
IT suite and social space.

We employ highly-skilled, experienced 
motor-trade professionals who have 
trained to become first-class teaching 
practitioners. Their expert approach helps 
bring students up to the right level of 
technical skill to succeed in the industry.

Preparation for the workplace is an 
important component of our courses 

too, so work-related activities and work 
experience placements play a vital role  
in your education.

The Technical Academy is continually 
building important partnerships with leading 
automotive companies, such as Audi 
Teesside. These partners play a vital role  
in providing work placements and helping  
to ensure we provide the best training,  
using the latest products and methods. k

UK Average  
Salary Guide
Motor Mechanic 

Starter: £18,000
Experienced:  
£21,000 to £27,000
Highly Experienced:  
£28,000 to £35,000

DID YOU KNOW?
With experience, you could become a senior technician, workshop 
supervisor or garage manager. You could also work on electric and hybrid 
cars, or specialise in tuning and modifying vehicles for higher performance.

The North East Automotive Alliance brings together world renowned companies 
that include Nissan, Komatsu, Caterpillar and Cummins, and supply chain 
companies including Calsonic Kansei, Gestamp-Tallent, Unipres, Vantec Europe, 
ZF-TRW, R-Tek and Sevcon.

As new cars and commercial vehicles become more technologically advanced, 
the skills and knowledge motor vehicle technicians and engineers need become 
more complex and technical. Our courses ensure students get the right skills to 
enter this evolving industry. However, we also ensure our courses cater for students 
who are more practical than academic, and want to pursue are career in the fast 
fit, MOT, wheel and tyres and windscreen side of the industry. 

These figures are a guide. Source: National Careers 
Service. Please note salaries will vary depending on 
qualifications, work experience and geographical 
location.

The Motor Vehicle 
Maintenance &  
Repair industry in 
the UK is estimated 
to be worth £27.5 
billion and employ 
over 200k people.*

M
ot

or
 V

eh
ic

le
 M

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 -

 T
he

 Te
ch

ni
ca

l A
ca

de
m

y 
(P

et
er

le
e)

M
otor Vehicle M

aintenance - The Technical Academ
y (Peterlee)

Motor Vehicle 
Progression & Career 

Opportunities

Level 1

Volunteer opportunities

Further training

Traineeship

Apprenticeship

Level 2

Apprenticeship

Motor vehicle technician

Motor vehicle electrician

Motor vehicle engineer

MOT tester

Diagnostic specialist

Breakdown/ 
recovery technician

Vehicle parts retail

Vehicle recycling  
technician

Level 3

Advanced Apprenticeship

Self-employed

Study Programmes & 
Qualification Pathway
Main qualifications available  
at The Technical Academy

C&G Level 1 Diploma in System 
Maintenance

C&G Level 1 Diploma in Vehicle 
Maintenance

C&G Level 2 Diploma in Fast Fit

C&G Level 2 Diploma in Light Vehicle 
Maintenance & Repair Principles

C&G Level 3 Diploma in Light Vehicle 
Maintenance & Repair Principles

C&G Level 3 Diploma in Body MET 
(Mechanical Electrical Trim)

 IBISWorld identifies key  
success factors for business. 
The most important for the  
Motor Vehicle Maintenance  
& Repair Industry is access to  
a highly skilled workforce.

Former motor vehicle maintenance student Kelvin Beattie 
(2014-17) now works at The Garage Ltd in Seaham, after 
impressing the owner whilst on a work experience placement. 

*.ibisworld.co.uk/industry-trends 
Data Source EMSI May 2020

1

 

#GetSetGo  edc.ac.uk   /EDCTechnicalAcademy

Percentage  
of Males & 
Females

Employed

Labour 
Market 

Intelligence

+3%2017  
to 2026

Forecasted national % change  
in the number of jobs

Vehicle Trades 
Annual job openings

348
North East

9,332
Nationally
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*The North East Strategic Economic Plan, Jan 2020, the North East LEP. 
Data Source EMSI May 2020 & The UK Commission’s Employer Skills Survey 2015, Electricity, Gas & Water Sector

Density of  
Skill-Shortage  
Vacancies  
across the UK

36%

ENRICHMENT
The plumbing and heating department is extremely well supported  
by a range of trade businesses and organisation who are recognised  
nationally and internationally as leading manufacturing and supplier  
brands in the industry. These include the likes of Baxi, Grundfos, Honeywell, 
Pegler Yorkshire and Graham The Plumbers’ Merchant.

The Technical Academy is home to Baxi’s very own exclusive training suite. As well 
as visits to their factory in Preston, Baxi deliver bespoke specialised training sessions 
to our students and introduce them to their latest products and technologies.

The Plumbing & Heating department regularly enters students to participate in the 
annual North East Inter-College Plumbing Competition, which students from The 
Technical Academy have won on a number of occasions.

#GetSetGo  edc.ac.uk   /EDCTechnicalAcademy

Labour 
Market 

Intelligence

+1%2020  
to 2028

Forecasted national % change  
in the number of jobs

Construction & Building Trades 
Annual job openings
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bing & Heating Engineering - The Technical Academ
y (Peterlee)

541
North East

15,391
Nationally

1

99

Percentage  
of Males & 
Females

Employed

The construction and building services engineering sectors 
continue to have growing high demand for qualified plumbing 
and heating engineers, so it really is an ideal time to apply to one 
of our plumbing and heating programmes. These will help you 
gain the skills and knowledge you need to work in the construction, 
plumbing, heating and property maintenance sectors.

g The programmes cover the 
fundamental knowledge and 
understanding of a broad range of 
plumbing competencies and have 
been developed in consultation with the 
FE sector, training associations and the 
industry to ensure they meet the needs  
of the building services sector. 

The courses are run at our Technical 
Academy facility which was established 
with the aim of recreating a professional 
construction and engineering-based 
training environment - where learners  
can receive the latest training in trade  
skills that today’s industry needs.

The state-of-the-art facility on Peterlee’s 
South West Industrial Estate provides the 
region with a true centre of excellence. 
It’s located in about 37,000 sq ft. of 
space with vast workshop areas, training 
classrooms, IT suite and social space.

We employ highly-skilled, experienced 
tradespeople who have trained to 
become first-class plumbing teaching 
practitioners. Their expert approach helps 
bring students up to the right level of 
technical skill to succeed in the industry.

Preparation for the workplace is an 
important component of our courses  

too, so work-related activities and work 
experience placements play a vital  
role in your education.

The Technical Academy is continually 
building important partnerships with leading 
construction companies, such as Baxi, 
Harbro, Keepmoat and Pegler Yorkshire. 
These partners play a vital role in providing 
work placements and helping to ensure we 
provide the best training, using the latest 
products and methods.

Our mission is to turn out confident learners 
with the highly-accomplished trade skills 
that the construction industry and today’s 
employers demand. k

UK Average  
Salary Guide
A recent poll by the 
Federation of Master  
Builders (FMB) found  
that plumbers earned   
£48,675 on average

(Office for National Statistics, 2018).

Plumbing & Heating 
Progression & Career 

Opportunities

Level 1

Volunteer opportunities

Further training

Traineeship

Level 2

Apprenticeship
Traineeship (NVQ ‘bridge’ 

route)
Commercial plumbing and 

heating technician/engineer*

Domestic plumbing and 
heating technician

/engineer*

Level 2 NVQ Bridge

L2 NVQ ‘onsite’ Traineeship
leading to qualified Plumbing 

& Heating Engineer status

Commercial plumbing and 
heating technician/engineer

Domestic plumbing and 
heating technician/engineer 

Level 3

Advanced Apprenticeship

Commercial plumbing and 
heating technician/engineer

Domestic plumbing and 
heating technician/engineer

Gas technician/engineer 

Heating technician/engineer

Maintenance plumbing and 
heating technician/engineer

Mechanical plumbing and 
heating technician/engineer

New Build plumbing and 
heating technician/engineer

Renewables technician/
engineer

Plumbing and heating 
technician/engineer

Self-employed plumber and 
heating technician/engineer

Training technician/lecturer

Study Programmes & 
Qualification Pathway
Main qualifications available  
at The Technical Academy

BPEC Level 1 Diploma in Plumbing

BPEC Level 2 Diploma in Plumbing

BPEC Level 2 NVQ ‘Bridge’ Units for 
Qualified Plumber Status

BPEC Level 3 Diploma in Plumbing

Across adopted or developing 
local plans, there is a 
combined target to build at 
least 5,700 new homes per 
year in the North East. North 
East local authorities and the 
Homes and Communities 
Agency (HCA) have together 
identified a pipeline of 
strategic and other housing 
sites that have the potential 
to deliver a further 57,000 
homes, the majority of  
which could be delivered  
over the next  
five years.*

Joshua Wilkinson. Josh is a former pupil at St Bede’s School, 
Peterlee, who successfully completed the Level 1 through to  
Level 3 Plumbing Services programmes at The Technical  
Academy. Josh recently had his passing out parade with  
the Corps of Royal Engineers, in the British Army, and is now  
Sapper rank (equivalent of a Private).

*following NVQ ‘bridge’ route or 
Apprenticeship



Where to find us

The Technical Academy 
1 Palmer Road, South West Industrial Estate, 
Peterlee, Co. Durham SR8 2HU

Reception

0191 518 5577

The information in this prospectus is, 
as far as possible, accurate at the 
time of publication, but is subject to 
change for unforeseen reasons  
at the College’s absolute discretion.

East Durham College takes all 
reasonable steps to provide services 
as set out in this prospectus; it 
does not, however, guarantee 
the provision of such educational 
services, programmes and facilities.

East Durham College reserves the 
right to amend, withdraw, cancel, 
alter or amalgamate any or part of 
the programme, locations, facilities 
or costs at any time.

All courses are run subject to 
enrolment of minimum numbers.

Please check the website for 
the most up-to-date information 
which should be consulted before 
application.
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Plumbing & Heating Engineering Workshop

Welding Workshop Engineering R&D Suite Electrical Workshop

Toyota Prius Hybrid Training Rig



The Technical Academy
1 Palmer Road,  
South West Industrial Estate, 
Peterlee, Co. Durham SR8 2HU

Reception

0191 518 5577
Student Services

0191 518 8222

thetechnicalacademy.co.uk

facebook.com/EDCTechnicalAcademy  


